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	Before the rise of the Islamic religion, most Arabian tribes practiced polytheistic religion. The Bedouin tribes practiced idolatry and worshipped animals. The Bedouin tribes practiced poetry and oral tradition as a mode of communication. The Arab polytheism was based on the belief of deities and other idols like djinn. For instance, the Kaaba in Mecca worshipped the gods and goddesses at local shrines. The animists believed that animals, plants, and other phenomena objects possess a spiritual significance. Other Arabian religions were represented to lesser degrees. Totemism and idolatry were also common forms of religion before Muhammad’s reforms. The chief god was known as Hubal, also known as the Syrian god of the moon. There also existed monotheistic tribes in Arabia (Razwy, 2013). These include the Hebrews. The monotheistic tribes practice Judaism form of religion, which was composed of Jewish tribes in pre-Islamic Arabia. These communities were either sedentary or nomadic communities who migrated into Arabia during the Roman times. 
	After watching the documentary, the Ted Talk by Dalia and the short video, I learned that Islam religion is just like any other religion. People often judge the Muslims from the first sight since the media have been portraying the Muslims in a negative way (Mogahed, 2016). There are many misconceptions held in the Muslim community. This may have been because of the terrorist attacks that had been reported in years. However, from these readings and videos, I have understood that Islam is just a religion that began like other religions; thus, we should stereotype a certain religion due to the beliefs. For instance, the video resources presented a case where the prophet Muhammad and his followers were being persecuted due to his preaching. They had to run away to Mecca to avoid being persecuted ("How Islam Began - In Ten Minutes," 2017). Before this reading, I never understood that Muslims have ever been persecuted due to their religion and practices. However, I was surprised that Prophet Muhammad had to run away from his community due to fear of being persecuted. I thought that he would stand firm and face his persecutors.
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